DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
WASHINGTON, DC 20380-0001

MCO 3120. 8A

SO LIC

26 Jun 92
MARI NE CORPS ORDER 3120. 8A

From Commandant of the Marine Corps
To: Di stribution List

Subj: POLI CY FOR THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF FLEET MARI NE FORCES FOR
COVBAT

Ref : (a) National Security Act of 1947, as anended
(b) JCS Pub 0-2, Unified Action Arned Forces (UNAAF)
(c) Marine Corps Manua
(d) JCS Pub 3-02, Joint Doctrine for Anmphibious
Qper ati ons

Encl: (1) Organizational Structure of Mrine Air-G ound Task
Forces (MAGTF s)
(2) Types of Marine Air-Gound Task Forces
(3) Designation of Fleet Marine Force Units

1. Purpose. To issue Marine Corps policy regarding
organi zation of Fleet Marine Forces for conbat.

2. Cancellation. MCO 3120. 8.

3. Intent. CQur Corps is in transition. As the Marine Corps
pl an for downsizing and restructuring is inplenmented, we wll
eval uate our MAGIF organizations, term nology, and capabilities
for deploynent and enpl oynent. There may be better ways to
organi ze and descri be what we can provide to the unified
conbat ant commanders. The MEB, which has been one of our basic
MAGTF's for a long time, will remain part of the structure
until FY 94. CQur planning and progranmming efforts; i.e.,

anphi bious lift requirenents, Norway Air-Landed MEB ( NALMEB),
and Maritinme Prepositioning Force MEB (MPF MEB), are, and will
continue to be for the near term linked to MEB's. Conponency
initiatives are still being developed. Until changes to

organi zations and term nol ogy are approved and inpl enmentation
orders are issued, this Oder will be the basic directive for
organi zi ng the FMF for conbat.

4. Basic Policy. A key elenment to maintaining our operational
excel lence is our collective ability to accurately define who
and what we are. The ternms we use to describe how we are
organi zed to fight nust be uniformy and correctly used by al
hands. This Order is a statenment of Marine Corps policy
relative to the organization of Fleet Marine Forces for conbat.

5. Background

a. Fleet Marine Forces primarily organi ze for conbat as
Marine Air-Gound Task Forces (MAGIF s). This organization for
conmbat is within the scope of our specific |egislated
structure, conmbatant functions, roles, and m ssions. The
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statutory basis for the conbatant functions assigned to the
Marine Corps is reference (a). References (b) and (c) provide
further anplification of the roles and functions of the Marine
Corps. Wthin this framework, the defined conbatant functions
of the Marine Corps are the nost explicit of all the mlitary
Servi ces.

b. Reference (a) is the basis for the structure and
conbatant functions of the Marine Corps and states that the
Marine Corps wll:

(1) Organize to include not |ess than three conbat
divisions and three aircraft wi ngs, and such other |and conbat,
avi ation, and other services as nmay be organic therein (active
forces).

(2) Organize, train, and equip to provide Fleet Marine
Forces (FMF s) of conbined arns, together with supporting air
conponents, for service with the Fleet in the seizure or
def ense of advance naval bases and for the conduct of such | and
operations as nay be essential to the prosecution of a nava
canpai gn.

(3) Maintain a Marine Corps Reserve for the purpose of
providing trained units and qualified individuals to be
avail abl e for active duty in the Marine Corps in tine of
nati onal emergency and at such other tinmes as the nationa
security may require. For |ogical reasons, the Marine Corps wl |
ensure Reserve units are organi zed, trained, and equi pped to
provi de forces of conbined arnmns.

(4) Perform such other duties as the President may
direct.

c. To nmeet these statutory requirenents, the Marine Corps
has devel oped operational capabilities within the framework of
t he MAGTF organi zati on which provide the nmaxi mrum aggregat e
useful ness to the Nation today while ensuring the ability to
rapidly adapt to changing world situations. These operationa
capabilities serve the Nation throughout the spectrum of
conflict and within all three | evels of war. Consequently,
MAGTF s are task-organi zed and prepared to conduct operations
inlow, md-, and high-intensity conflicts by participating in

(1) naval canpaigns
(2) continental or theater canpaigns;

(3) anphi bi ous operations and sustai ned operations
ashore as they relate to all of the foregoing; and

(4) Support to other U S. mlitary Services and
Gover nent agenci es.
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6. Categories of Forces. There are two broad categories of
Fl eet Marine Force organi zations for conbat:

a. Mrine Air-Gound Task Forces (MAGTF' s)
b. Forces other than MAGIF s

7. MAGIFE Characteristics

a. The conposition of a MAGIF may vary consi derably, but a
MAGTF organi zational structure, by definition, will always
i nclude these four el enents:

(1) Command El ement (CE);

(2) Ground Conbat El enment (CCE);

(3) Aviation Conbat Element (ACE); and
(4) Conbat Service Support El enent (CSSE)

b. MAGIF' s are readily avail able, self-sustaining,
conmbi ned arns warfighting organi zati ons conposed of Marine
forces froma division, aircraft wing, service support group,
and the Surveillance, Reconnai ssance, and Intelligence G oup
(SRl Group) under a single commander. Detachnments fromthe SR
Group do not constitute a separate el enent of a MAGIF. The
task organi zation of a MAGIF is designed to exploit the conbat
power inherent in a carefully integrated conbined arns team A
MAGTF i s organi zed, trained, and equi pped to acconplish the
speci fic m ssion(s) assigned.

c. Enclosure (1) provides a brief description of the four
el ements of a MAGIF.

8. Types of MAGIF' s

a. Regardless of size, all MAGIF s are expeditionary
forces. An expeditionary force is a capability vice a
structure. Thus, any size MAGIF could, technically, be
referred to as a Marine expeditionary force. However, to
provide a frame of reference for general sizing, there are
three basic types of MAGTF s anpong the task organi zations
provi ded by the Fleet Marine Forces:

(1) Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU);
(2) Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB); and
(3) Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF).
b. Al though not a basic MAGIF, a fourth type of MAGIF

organi zati on shall be designated as a Special Purpose MAGIF
(SPMAGTF). It is normally used for a special purpose (e.g.,
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disaster relief, humanitarian assistance, nonconbat ant
evacuati on operation, security operations) or in unique
instances (e.g., Exxon Valdez oil spill containnent) where
empl oynent of one of the three basic MAGIF s woul d be

i nappropri ate.

c. Enclosure (2) describes the organi zationa
characteristics of each type MAGTF. Enclosure (3) defines
desi gnati ons of FMF units.

9. Forces other than MAGTF's. Not every nission for which a
FMF organi zation is requested will require a MAGIF. Forces not
categorized as MAGIF' s are classified as "forces other than
MAGTF s" and reflect a variety of designations: sonme are
derived froma unit’s designation (e.g., 7th Marines (REIN))
and sone from standard terns used to designate task-organized
detachnents (e.g., CSSD-17). Enclosure (3) further discusses
the designations of "forces other than MAGIF s.™

10. MAGIF Capabilities

a. Marines organize for conbat as MAGIF s by draw ng
capabilities fromthe reservoir of conbat power found in Fl eet
Marine Force Pacific (FMFPac) and Fl eet Marine Force Atlantic
(FMFLant). The MEF is the principal standing MAGTF. The MEF
CE is the organi zation that assists the commander in exercising
command, to include operational control (OPCON) and
adm ni strative control (ADCON) over a Marine division (GCE),
Marine aircraft wing (ACE), force service support group (CSSE)
and the SRI Group. All other MAGIF' s shall be formed by
changi ng the OPCON of the appropriate units fromthe MEF
commander to another type of MAGIF comrander

b. The MEF is the principal warfighting organization in a
uni fi ed conmbat ant comrand. Depl oynent considerati ons and the
tactical /operational environment nmay require the early
depl oynent of a MEB as the | ead el enent of the MEF and, as
such, will be redesignated as the MEF (Forward). This does not
preclude the use of a MEB operating independently when required
by the tactical and operational situation

c. In a mgjor regional contingency, in a joint or conbined
force, it will normally be necessary to forma separate Mari ne
conponent headquarters, in addition to the warfighti ng command
element. This Headquarters will usually be forned by a
depl oyabl e conmponent headquarters from one of the two FMF
headquarters, augnented by a standing Battle Roster fromw  thin
the Total Force Marine Corps. It will focus on Service
requi renents and joi nt/conbi ned coordinating responsibilities.
For | esser regional contingencies, when a MAGIF functions
operationally under a joint task force, the MAGIF comander may
al so assume the responsibilities of the Marine conponent
commander. |If the MAGIF is an el ement of a naval conponent, the
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FMF commander will provide representation to the conponent
commander’s staff.

d. Al MAGIF s shall be capable of serving within a joint
or conbi ned force. FM conmanders shall ensure assigned MAGIF s
mai ntai n an appropriate command, control, contmunication
conputer, intelligence, and interoperability (C412) capability,
i ncl udi ng desi gnat ed equi pnent and personnel identified and
trained for enploynment on joint/conbined staffs, for each CINC
for which the MAGIF is apportioned. MEF CE s shall be capable
of providing the headquarters for joint/conbined task forces.

e. Al MAGIF s, |less SPMAGIF s, shall possess the follow ng
warfighting capabilities:

(1) The ability to enter and exit a battle area at
ni ght:

(a) under adverse weather conditions;
(b) fromover the horizon;

(c) in EMCON, and

(d) by surface or air.

(2) The ability to |l ocate and fix the eneny, involving
finding and identifying those forces, maintaining surveillance
once | ocated, assessing the capabilities and intentions, and
reporting these findings.

(3) The ability to engage, destroy, or capture the
eneny in a rural or urban setting, in hostile environnments
(NBC), with mnimzed/controlled collateral danage.

f. The Marine Corps has instituted an aggressi ve Specia
Operations Capable (SOC) training programto optimze the
i nherent capability of our MAGTF' s to conduct selected maritine
speci al operations. Progressive inprovenment in individual and
unit skills attained through enhanced training and the
addi ti on of specialized equipnent will allow a MAGIF to execute
the full range of conventional and selected maritine specia
operations mssions. MAGIF s which have undergone this
enhanced training program have been provi ded speci al
equi prent, and have successfully conpleted a thorough
evaluation/certification by the FMF commander shall be
designated as SOC. This certification will list the specific
capabilities for which the MAGTF is trai ned and equi pped.

g. In addition to the three comon capabilities noted in
paragraph 10(e), any MAGIF desi ghated as SOC shall have the
requi site training, equiprment, and skills to execute these
addi tional tasks:
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(1) close quarter battle (CQB);
(2) specialized breaching;
(3) clandestine reconnai ssance and surveill ance;

(4) tactical recovery of aircraft and personne
(TRAP) ;

(5) in-extrem s hostage recovery (IHR)

(6) seizure and destruction of offshore gas/oi
pl atforns ( GOPLAT); and

(7) rapidly plan and commence execution of operations
within 6 hours of receipt of the warning/alert order, signified
by the launch of aircraft or surface nmeans. This may range
fromsonmething as sinple as the insertion of reconnai ssance and
surveill ance assets in support of the mission to the actua
 aunch of an assault force.

h. Al MAGIF s designhated as SOC shall be fully capabl e of
concurrently executing their general purpose expeditionary
m ssions as well as special operations tasks.

11. Related Considerations

a. The MEF will continue to be the MAGIF required for npst
of our operational mssion planning and for sustained
operations ashore. To rapidly establish this force in the
theater of operations may require the depl oynent of subordinate
elements fromall three MEF s. These subordinate el enments will
deploy into theater by various neans for enploynent under the
designated MEF CE. The availability of anphibious shipping and
strategic air/sealift, other operational conmtnents, and the
geographic location of the forces relative to the objective
area will influence the deploynent decisions.

b. The Maritinme Prepositioning Force (MPF) concept
represents a significant capability for deploynment of Marine
forces. The MAGIF that falls in on maritime prepositioned
equi prent and supplies (MPE/'S) conprises a portion of a MPF
This force, because of its nethod of depl oynent, provides the
CINC of a unified conbatant conmand with a range of strategic
depl oynent and enpl oynent options. A MPF consists of a
commander, a ship or ships of a Maritinme Prepositioning Ships
Squadron (MPSRON), a MAGTF and a Naval Support El ement (NSE)
This force will normally be conmmanded by a Navy officer
desi gnat ed as Conmander Maritinme Prepositioning Force (CVPF).
The MAGTF and NSE are deployed by strategic airlift into an
area of operations, arriving and assenbling with the
prepositioned equi pnent and supplies on the MPS. The MPSRON
can be of fl oaded instream and/or at pierside if a port is
avai l abl e. The prepositioned equi pnent and supplies are
currently configured aboard each MPSRON to support not only
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a full MEB (with all the MPSRON s ships) but also a MEU (with
one ship), alowintensity conflict (LIC) MEB (with two to four
ships), or any lesser required capability. The principal force
proj ection requirenents which can be nmet using MPF include:

(1) Augnenting the deploynment of a MAGIF, bridging the
initial introduction of other Marine forces with foll ow on
forces.

(2) I ndependent depl oynent of MAGIF s into tactically
secure areas to conduct a full range of conmbat operations,
followi ng arrival and assenbly, alone or in conjunction with a
joint task force.

12. Action. Comanders will conply with the policy established
by this Order.

13. Reserve Applicability. This Oder is applicable to the

Mari ne Corps Reserve.
Vi A it aany/
c. E. MUNDY, JR.

DI STRI BUTI ON: PCN 10203170300

Copy to: 7000110 (55)
7000173 (50)
8145005 (2)
7000099, 144/8145001 (1)
CNO' USCI NCLANT/ USCl NCPAC/ USCI NCEUR/ USCI NCSOUTH/
USCI NCCENT/ USCI NCSOC/ USCI NCTRANS/ CI NCLANTFLT/
Cl NCPACFLT/ CI NCUSNAVEUR/ COVSECONDFL T/ COMTHI RDFLT/
COVBI XTHFLT/ COVBEVENTHFL T/ COVNAVSURFLANT/
COVNAVSURFPAC (1)
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ORGANI ZATI ONAL STRUCTURE OF MARI NE Al R- GROUND TASK FORCES

MAGTF' S
1. General. The scope of this enclosure is limted to a brief
description of the major elenents of a MAGTF. It also describes

characteristics of elenents conprising MAGTF' s, and when used in
concert with enclosure (2), provides a general description of a
particul ar type of MAGTF.

2. The Command El enent (CE)

a. The conmmander of a MAGIF is designated by appropriate
authority, normally from outside the najor subordinate el enents
of the MAGTF. |In an anphi bious operation, if a MAGIF is
enbar ked, the MAGTF conmander serves concurrently as the
Commander of the Landing Force (CLF). Operating under the
Conposite Warfare Concept, the CLF may find variations in the
doctrinal command rel ationships delineated in reference (d).

b. The MAGIF comrander is provided with an integrated
staff and requisite conmunications to enable himto exercise
command and control of MAGIF operations. The establishnment of
a single cormand el enent over the ground, aviation, and conbat
servi ce support elenments provides the command, control
coordi nation, conputer, intelligence, and interoperability
capability essential for effective planning and execution of
oper ati ons.

c. The MAGIF commander directs the conbat actions of his
force. This preem nent function is inherent in his assigned
authority and responsibilities. For a MAGIF to be effective,
the elenments of the MAGIF nmust work together toward conmon
goals. To facilitate this, the MAGIF commander establishes
obj ectives for planning and conducting operations. Hi s mssion
anal ysis, intent and directions to subordi nate conmanders
provi de the framework so unity of effort can be achieved.

d. In an anphi bi ous operation with an enbarked MAGIF, the
MAGTF CE concurrently serves as the Comrander Landi ng Force
(CLF) staff. This arrangenent enhances the direct rel ationship
bet ween t he Comrander Anphi bi ous Task Force (CATF) and the CLF
The CLF exploits the capabilities of his MSE conmmanders in
acconpl i shing the detailed planning required for the anphibious
operation. To this end, he normally assigns them appropriate
portions of the landing force plan for their preparation. He
may al so tenporarily use themto augnent the |anding force
staff, particularly for tasks concerned with | anding force
control agencies.

ENCLOSURE ( 1)
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e. |In executing anphi bi ous operations, the requirenents of
the appropriate Fleet commander, the provisions of reference
(d) and all applicable Tactical Menoranda (TACMEMO s) shall be
observed.

f. The forward afl oat MAGTF conmander retains coequa
command status with the Anphibi ous Ready G oup (ARG conmander
until the publication of an initiating directive by the comon
seni or of these forces, directing the conduct of a specific
anphi bi ous operation/exercise and specifying the ARG conmander
as Commander, Anphi bi ous Task Force (CATF). Such authority
ceases upon term nation of the operation/exercise under the
conditions specified in the initiating directive.

g. The major organizational limtation of the CE of a
MAGTF smaller than a MEF is that it may not be a pernanent
entity. Comuanders ninimze the adverse effects of this
limtation by such neasures as the assignnment of key personne
on an additional duty basis, conpilation of files and standi ng
operating procedures, periodic activation of the staff for
pl anni ng or command post exercises, and the designation,
exerci se, and frequent inspection of comrand el ement
equi prent .

3. The G ound Conbat El enent (GCE)

a. The GCE is a task organization tailored for the conduct
of ground operations. It is constructed around an infantry
unit, varying in size froma rifle platoon to a reinforced
Marine division or divisions, and includes its organi c conbat
support and conbat service support units.

b. Nornmally, there is only one najor naneuver elenent in
the GCE of a MAGIF. \When exceptional circunstances require
nore than one GCE, they will normally be assigned their own
m ssions and sectors of responsibility. Under this condition,
the CE will play an expanded role in fire support coordination
and nust be organized to acconplish this increased span of
control and attendant conmand and coordi nati on requirenents.

4. The Aviation Conbat El enent (ACE)

a. There is only one ACE in a MAGIF, although in certain
ci rcunst ances basing of the ACE at diverse |ocations nmay be
required. This elenment is a task organization tailored for the
conduct of tactical air operations. As the ACE is a task
organi zation, it is not always necessary to include all six
functions of Marine aviation. Only those functions required or
reasonably anticipated to be needed to acconplish the MAGIF
m ssi on shoul d be included. The ACE nornally includes those

ENCLOSURE (1)
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avi ati on command (including air control agencies), conbat,
conbat support, and conbat service support units required for
conduct of the mission. These capabilities are provided from
the various aviation resources of a Marine aircraft w ng and
appropriate FMF units.

b. Both rotary-wing and fixed-w ng aviation capabilities
can be included in the ACE of all three basic MAGIF s.
Normal |y, only rotary-wing aviation capabilities will be
included in the ACE of a SPMAGIF;, however, in sone situations,
Vertical Short Take Of and Landing (VSTOL) attack aircraft nay
be i ncl uded.

5. The Conbat Service Support Elenment (CSSE). The CSSE is

t ask-organi zed to provide those functions not within the organic
capability of the other elenents of the MAGIF. The CSSE does
not provi de redundant capabilities, but is designed to support
the continued readi ness and sustainability of the MAGIF as a
whole. It has the ability to sustain the force for a
prescribed period of time for nost classes of supply, depending
on the size of the MAGIF. The Force Service Support G oup
(FSSG task organi zes the CSSE based on the nission statenent
of the MAGTF. Unless the entire MEF depl oys, the FSSG buil ds
detachnents fromits organic battalions to source the requisite
CSSE.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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TYPES OF MARI NE Al R- GROUND TASK FORCES

1. General. This enclosure briefly describes organizationa
characteristics of each type MAGIF. It anplifies enclosure (1)
and shoul d be used in conjunction with that enclosure to obtain
a general description of a particular type MAGIF organi zation

2. Special Purpose Marine Air-Gound Task Force (SPMAGTF)

a. The SPMAGTF is a MAGIF configured to acconplish the
speci fic mssion(s) for which one of the three basic MAGIF
types woul d be inappropriate or too large to enploy. SPMAGITF s
can be organi zed, trained, and equi pped to conduct a w de
variety of expeditionary operations in response to a crisis
or peacetine mssion. SPMAGIF s have been successfully
enmpl oyed in the Persian Gulf, in Panama, Liberia and the
Phi l'i ppi nes, and in support of the Exxon Val dez oil spil
cont ai nment operation.

b. Designation of the SPMAGTF comander shall be the
responsi bility of the FMror MEF conmander. The SPMAGTF
commander shall be provided a staff and the requisite comand,
control, and comunications that will enable himto carry out
the assigned mssion. The establishnment of a single commander
over the ground, aviation, and conbat service support elenents
provi des the centralized command, control, and support
capability essential for effective planning and execution. The
SPMAGTF' s CE is structured for the conduct of operationa
functions and is tailored to the mssion and task organi zation
of the SPMAGTF.

c. The GCE of a SPMAGIF shall normally be at |east a
pl at oon si zed el enent.

d. The ACE of a SPMAGIF shall be a task-organized
detachnment of aircraft, designated per current CG
FMFPac/ FMFLant policies and regul ati ons pertaining to
detachnments and officers in charge. |If required, air defense
teans and air traffic control capability can be included.

e. The CSSE of a SPMAGIF will be task-organized to neet
the specific service support requirenments of the SPMAGIF
Dependi ng on the mission of the SPMAGTF, the CSSE will be
centered on the unit designated to provide the preponderance of
service support. For exanple, this could be a | andi ng support
detachnent if a port or airhead is used, or an engi neer
detachnent if the mission is construction or bulk fue
novenent .

ENCLOSURE ( 2)
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3. Marine Expeditionary Unit (IMEU)

a. The MEU is a MAGIF built around a reinforced infantry
battalion, a reinforced helicopter squadron, and a MEU Service
Support Group (MSSG. It is commanded by a colonel and is
routinely deployed with an Anphi bi ous Ready Group (ARG to
forma forward depl oyed, sea-based, naval expeditionary force.
A deployed MEU is vital elenent of our National Mlitary
Strategy requirenent to naintain a capable forward presence.

It is capable of conducting anphi bi ous operations of linmted
duration, acting as an advance force for a | arger follow on
MAGTF and providing an i medi ate response capability to a w de
spectrum of crises/contingencies by conducting
maritime-oriented mssions. A MEU is capable of rapid

depl oynent and enpl oynent vi a anphi bi ous shi pping, strategic
airlift, marrying with MPF assets or any conbination thereof.
Capabilities of the MEU in intelligence, comrand and control
comruni cations, and conbat power are enhanced by significant
augnent ati on of FMF assets. Wen enbarked aboard anphi bi ous
shi ppi ng the MEU depl oys with 15 days of acconpanying supplies
inclasses I, Il, VIIl, and I X. The ARG deploys with 15 days
of class II11(B), 1V, and V enbarked as Landi ng Force
Operational Readi ness Material (LFORM to support the enbarked
MEU.

b. The GCE of a MEU is a reinforced infantry battalion
These attachnents normally include artillery, engineers, |ight
arnmored infantry (LAI), antiarnor, assault anphibian, and
di vi si on reconnai ssance units.

c. The ACE of a MEU is a reinforced nedium helicopter
squadron. This squadron is normally reinforced with a m x of
transport helicopters, attack helicopters, a detachnment from
the Marine Air Control G oup (MACG, a Low Altitude Air Defense
(LAAD) section, and a detachnent fromthe Marine Wng Support
Goup (MG . VSTOL attack aircraft and aeri al
refueler/transport aircraft, if not enbarked, nay be provided
as reinforcenents if required

d. The CSSE of a MEU is a MSSG forned fromthe FSSG  The
MSSG normal |y consists of an executive staff, two support
pl at oons, and six service support platoons. The two support
pl at oons are the Headquarters Pl atoon and the Communi cati ons
Pl atoon. The six service support platoons are the Engi neer
Support Pl atoon, the Mai ntenance Support Pl atoon, the Mtor
Transport Platoon, the Landing Support Platoon, the Supply
Pl at oon, and the Medical Platoon. Wthin its organic assets,
the MSSG is capable of providing linmted Iine hau
transportation, limted third echelon repairs, and Arriva
Airfield Control Goup (AACG or Departure Airfield Control
G oup (DACG functions.

ENCLOSURE ( 2)
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e. As discussed in paragraph 9f of the basic Order, a
primary goal for all forward deploying MEU s is to be trained
evaluated, and certified to conduct selected naritine specia
operations. Following the certification, the MEU will be
desi gnated as Speci al Operations Capable (SOC).

4. Marine Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)

a. The MEB is a MAGIF built around a reinforced infantry
regiment, an aircraft group, and a Brigade Service Support
Goup (BSSG. It is normally conmanded by a Brigadi er General
As an expeditionary force, it is capable of rapid depl oynent
and enpl oynent vi a anphi bi ous shi pping, strategic airlift,
marrying with Maritinme Prepositioned Force (MPF) assets, or any
conbi nation thereof. The MEB deploys with 30 days of
acconpanyi ng supplies and is capabl e of conducting conbat
operations of linmted scope. |If the scope of operations
expands beyond the capability of the MEB, additional forces
can readily deploy to expand to a MEF. Thus, the MEB becones
the forward echel on of the MEF.

b. The GCE of a MEB is tailored to acconplish a specific
assigned mssion. It is normally an infantry reginment
reinforced with selected division units.

c. The ACE of a MEB is a task-organi zed Marine aircraft
group. This group has substantially nore varied aviation
capabilities than the normal helicopter/attack/fighter/contro
group. It contains those antiair warfare capabilities required
by the situation. Unlike the ACE of the MEU, the entire ACE of
a MEB is usually organi zed and equi pped for early establishnent
in the objective area as airfields are uncovered or
expeditionary airfields are established.

d. The CSSE of a MEB is a Brigade Service Support G oup
(BSSG which is task-organi zed fromthe organic battalions of
the FSSG The BSSG is organi zed to provi de mai nt enance support,
limted line haul transportation, expeditionary vertical and
hori zontal construction, supply support, nmedical collecting and
clearing, and | andi ng support functions.

e. If a MBis to be the |ead echelon of a MEF and the
concept of operations envisions the deploynent of a MEF, the
MEB wi || be designated as the MEF (Forward) (e.g., |l MEF
(Forward)). If the MEBis to be a stand al one MAGITF and t he
concept of operations does not envision the deploynent of a
MEF, the MAGTF will be designated as a MEB (e.g., 5th MEB). |If
the concept of operations later changes to require the MEF, the

ENCLOSURE (1)
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MEB wi || be designated as the MEF (Forward) in preparation for
the arrival of followon forces (e.g., redesignate 5th MEB as
| MEF (Forward)).

5. Marine Expeditionary Force (NEF)

a. The MEF is the principal warfighting MAGIF in the
active force structure of the Marine Corps and is normally
built around a Division/Wng/FSSG team MeEF' s are normally
commanded by a lieutenant general. There are presently three
active MEF' s which source the CE's, GCE's, ACE's, and CSSE s of
ot her MAGTF' s (SPMAGTF, MEU, and MEB). The MEF is capabl e of
conducting a w de range of expeditionary operations, both
anphi bi ous operations and sustained operations ashore. It can
be tailored for a wide variety of conbat m ssions in any
geographi ¢ environnent and depl oys with 60 days of acconpanyi ng
suppl i es.

b. The GCE of a MEF is normally a Marine division
reinforced with other appropriate FMF units.

c. The ACE of a MEF is a Marine aircraft w ng,
task-organi zed to conduct all six functions of tactical air
operations. The wing is organi zed and equi pped to operate from
shi ps, permanent airfields ashore, or expeditionary
airfields.

d. The CSSE of a MEF is the FSSG  The organic battalions
of the FSSG provide the full range of CSS functions to include
mai nt enance, transportation, deliberate engi neering, supply,
health services, and other services (e.g., postal, disbursing,
| aw enf orcenent).

6. Mrine Reserve Force. The Marine Reserve Force consists of
the 4th Marine Division, 4th Marine Aircraft Wng, and the 4th
Force Service Support Goup. During periods of nobilization
the primary role of the Marine Reserve Force is to augnent and
to selectively reinforce the active forces

ENCLOSURE ( 2)



MCO 3120. 8A
26 Jun 92

DESI GNATI ON OF FLEET MARI NE FORCE UNI TS

1. General. This enclosure provides guidance in assigning
nuneri cal designhations to MAGIF' s and tactical elenents of the
FMF. MAGTF s do not, in thenselves, denote a specific task
organi zation. MAGIF s are task organi zations and it is

i nappropriate to refer to these forces as "m nus" or
"reinforced.” Accordingly, such terns as MEF (-) or MU
(REIN will not be used.

a. MAGIF s formed within FMPac will be assigned odd
nunber nunerical designations. Those formed within FMFLant
wi || be assigned even nunber nunerical designations.

b. Arabic nunerals will be used to designate MEB s and
MEUUs. Roman nunerals will be used to designate MEF' s.

c. SPMAGIF s forned within either FMFPac or FMFLant shal |
be designated as SPMAGIF followed by its geographic location in
par ent heses.

d. Depl oyed task-organi zed forces that do not neet the
strict definition of a MAGTF will be assigned the designation
of the Marine ground, aviation, or logistic unit having
operational control of the Mrine forces.

2. Description and Illustration of Designations

a. MAFTF s. Illustrations of MAGIF designations are
provi ded bel ow.

(1) Force - |l Marine Expeditionary Force (Il MEF);

(2) Brigade - 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade (1st
MEB) ;

(3) Unit - 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (11th MeEU);
and

(4) Special Purpose MAGIF - SPMAGTF (LIBERIA).

b. Division Units. There are three Marine divisions in
the active force and one in the Reserve. A division is the
| argest Marine ground conbat organi zation of a MEF. Divisions
are designated with Arabic nunerals. Illustrations of division
unit designations are provided bel ow

(1) Division - 1st Marine Division (1st MarDiv);
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(2) Reginment - 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division (1st
Mar, 1st MarDiv);

(3) Battalion - 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1lst Marine
Division (1st Bn, 1st Mar, 1st MarDiv);

(4) Battalion - 2d Tank Battalion, 2d Marine Division
(2d Tk Bn, 2d MarDiv);

(5) Company - Conpany A, 1st Battalion, 1lst Marines,
1st Marine Division (Co A 1st Bn, 1st Mar, 1st MarDiv)’ and

(6) Battery - Battery A, 1st Battalion, 11lth Mari nes,
1st Marine Division (Btry A 1st Bn, 11th Mar, 1st MarD v).

c. Aviation Units. There are three Marine aircraft w ngs
in the active force and one in the Reserve. A Marine aircraft
wing is the largest Marine aviation organi zati on of the MNEF.
All wing units are designated with Arabic nunerals. The w ng
and group do not have fixed tables of organization.
Illustrations of wing unit designations are provided bel ow.

(1) Wng - 2d Marine Aircraft Wng (2d MAW;

(2) Goup - Marine Aircraft Goup 26, 2d Marine
Aircraft Wng (MAG 26, 2d MAW;

(3) Squadron - Marine Attack Squadron (Al Wather)
533, Marine Aircraft Goup 14, 2d Marine Aircraft Wng
(VMA(AW - 533, MAG 14, 2d MAW; and

(4) Squadron - Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263,
Marine Aircraft Group 29, 2d Marine Aircraft Wng (HVWM 263,
MAG 29, 2d MAW. Reinforced helicopter squadrons shall retain
their squadron designation as the ACE of the MAGIF ( HVWM 263

(REIN)).

d. Conbat Service Support Units. There are three Force
Service Support Goups (FSSGs) in the active force and one in
the Reserve. A FSSGis the |largest conbat service support
organi zation of a MEF. Al FSSG units are designated with
Arabic nunmerals and will have the same nuneric designation of
the MAGTF they support. Illustrations of conbat service
support unit designations are provi ded bel ow

(1) FSSG - 2d Force Service Support Goup, Il MF (2d
FSSG |1 MEF);
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(2) BSSG - Brigade Service Support Goup - 1, 1st MEB
(BSSG 1, 1st MEB); and

(3) MSSG - MEU Service Support Group - 11, 11th MU
(SCC) (MsSG 11, 11th MEU (SOQ)).

e. Non-MAGIF Organizations. Not all Marine forces are
depl oyed or enployed as a MAGIF organi zation. Depl oyed task
organi zed forces that do not neet the strict definition of a
MAGTF wi Il be designated as illustrated bel ow

(1) Battalion (REIN) - 3d Battalion (REIN), 9th
Marines (3d Bn (REIN), 9th Mar); and

(2) Engineer Battalion (-) (REIN - 2d Conbat Engi neer
Battalion (-) (REIN) (2d Cbt Engr Bn (-) (REIN)).
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